MRS. MILDRED ISAKSON EEX=FT DUNSEITH

BOB: What did you think of this area when you first saw 1t?

MILDRED: Well, if we'd o' had the money we wouldn't o' stayed, but

we were young graduates and hadn't much. In those days we didn't have

a lot like they do nowadays.

BOB: When you first saw the tuberculosis institutioq,hssaT'was that
il o diséppointment,too?

MILDRED: Yes, it was., They told us they'd take us up to our rooms

and we went up to our room and it was a small room, but it had a

%ﬁgg beds on the porch. And I thought,

beautiful big porch and there
"VM-m-m, my, I wonder," and they told us that that's where we would
sleep, all screened in. It was a beautiful porch. We had a little
dressing room. You see, you didn't:ineed much for a dressing room.

You had lots of space to sleep and fresh air., I learned to like it;
but it was entirely different, I'll tell you, than anything we were
used to,

BOB: What were your duties wp—hese=tiesn when you started?

MILDRED: Well, there hadn't been a nurse up there for nearly two
weeks, She got steamed about something and walked out and left them
and she had destroyed all the reggrds_fq_there wasn't any record. I
really feel that I started with éi?ciggégt that institution to run in
an organized way. I'm not bragging. I hope you won't think I am.

BOB: ©No. Lamont was‘_athe doctor there?_hva&q-?-

MILDRED: Yeah. Dr,. i;;;&D. Lamont.

BOB: How long had it been going?

MILDRED: Well, T think, it was in November of 1913 that it was opened.
It was practically new and there were only about 26 or 27 patients.

%‘% "Ther. o Bl

There weren't very many patientéirﬁThat must have been quite a shock

to come into this place and the records were destroyed and....
MILDRED: Well, we had never seen a hemorrhage from a tuberculosis
patient. And you know, you see a frank hemorrhage and it's enough t'

scare you to death because very often the patient drowns in it.




There was no system of how you gave medication so we took a grape
basket and lined that with towels and fixed up emergency things in
that for night and day. We had to go out to cottages because g you—
See patients were out in cottages; too. In the wintertime we waded
through snow. The first winter there were no sidewalks and we just
walked through the snow and made the best of it.

BOB: What did you do for tuberculosis patients at that time?
MILDRED: Well, fresh air and they gave injections of tuberculin.
Tuberculosis is caused by a germ and it's a funny little thingZ?ig
have it on a slide and it's colored--it's red. Some of the patients
would be so positive you could hardly count the germs.

BGB: So fresh air and the tuberculin shots was all you had then?
MILDRED: That's all we had when I came here.

BOB: Did the patients have their own rooms?

MILDRED: Oh, no., They lived on porches where they slept.and in the™.
mornings for care they were pulled into a room,

BOB: Do you mind if I ask you what your salary was when you started?
MILDRED: ©No, you can ask me, Sixty-five dollars a month and my room
and board.

BOB: Was that considered pretty good for a registered nurse?
MILDRED: Pretty good. Yes., During the depression they only paid

$35
thinssr—fdre—deddars a month, and the nurses were glad t' get it. Oh,

yes. We had no trouble getting nurses during the depression.

BOB: For how long were you the only nurse there?

MILDRED: Well, there was this friend o' mine and then when she left
I was about a month, I guess, and then we took turns at night. We
didn't have #night nurse. We took turns at night being on duty.

BOB: You mean you and Dr. Laggont?

MILDRED: ©No. The other nurse and I when there were two of us and
then when I was alone I had to take night calls, too. At night I made
regular rounds at the cottages and then about four months after I

came we got a regular nurse, a night nurse.




BOB: You didn't have practical nurses or any helpers or anything
there for a little while?

MILDRED: No. Oh, we didn't have anything like that. It was
prett'i'near a year before we had any nurses and then, of course,

we had more patients and we had to have more help. As the institu-
tion grew, we had to increase our help and in the later years we

took Indian girls from the reservation and trained them to do things.
BOB: I see., Were there any cases of entire families staying there?
MILDRED: Oh, yes. In the later years we had a“preventorium”for
children from the patients they brought in. “Preventoriumfthey called
it. It was-to help them; it was to build them up. They played and
they had a good time over here. It was a beautiful building. The
children had been exposed and they were brought there. It was to
prevent them from developing tuberculosis and we built them up with
good food and cod liver oil and good care. TLC, .

BOB:

ﬁys%—sayza:mmthﬁf—jg%uld the children &sen often come along just be-

~
cause they had no place to gof beek ~im

MILDRED: No, because they were always taken care of by some other
families. There was very few, but if they were undernourished then
they would send 'em out and we'd take care of 'em. 'Course, the
counties paid most of the expenses., There were very few patients able
to pay.

BOB: How would you get patients referred to you?

MILDRED: Well, the doctor in the town would get the county judge to
sign the papers and then they'd write up here for &dplication for them

and unless we didn't have a wvacancy we took them,

BOB: Oh, you sometimes had more people than you could handle?
MILDRED: Oh, vyes. ??ere were only so many we could take care of.

At one time we had %;Eﬁ Thgt must o' been in the late BQZ;, early AQEE,

probably. And thengsressl=seiz, they got new chemotherapy and patients




would come in and they wouldn't stay very long. They'd become nega-
tive and they'd send 'em home and it finally dwindled down to almost
nothing.

BOB: Well, you said when you started you only had about 26 patients.
When did the big increase come in?

MILDRED: Oh, that came in about 1918, 1919, thet—kesans Then they
added onto the institution esm—te—the—sanitoriem and we had more room
and we could take more.

BOB: Why did that much of an increase occur? Was it just spreading
around that rapidly?

MILDRED: Well, they were finding more., There hadn't been anything
done, ¥ew—lkrew In the early days tuberculosis was a hush-hush thing.
People didn't want other people to know that they had anythihg to do
with it. They kind o' hid it. It was sort of a disgrace, that tuber-
culosis, just the same as it used to be for - mental patientsj o
Egaﬁgfiﬁey always kept that under cover., That's why the sanitorium
was put way off up there., It was because everybody was afraid of
tuberculosis.
BOB+——Goutd-you~betl-me-more—or-Lless—what-Four—-daiiy—sehedule-was—3in’
+0%42
MILDREDs+—-Wells—we-were-up—at-six-oletosk-and—ab-six-thirty-we-went
BOB: Did any of the people around San Haven shun sussp=-fsesw: the insti-
tution and wish that it wasn't ghere’and—things—tiee=tiTts

MILDRED: Well, they knew that it was there and there wasn't anything
they could do, but they resented it. I'm sure they did, a lot of
them,

BOB: But you never had any open hostility or anything?

MILDRED: No, but there was a feeling.

BOB: Is tuberculosis what they used to call“consumption?”

MILDRED: Yes.

BOB: Could you tell me more or less what your daily schedule was in
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them streptomyciq’patients that had been there for maybe six of seven

years were helped and then they got out. Streptomycin was the first
big step in the cure.
BOB: About when was that (semr®™ In the 5@2&?
MILDRED: Yes, if I remember right, I think, that was in the early 5QE§¢
—pRede,
BOB: What would thegé patients do kemek in the early days to keep from
getting bored or depressed?
MILDRED:[iph% t?ey used to play croquet., They'd have picnics out on

w e

the 1awn. ¥17th of May we used to have a real bi celebration——NorwegiaqEé
[Tndependence Day <

There were things like that and they would get out and talk and visit

and play, the ones that were able to do that. For the ones that were
confined in the later years we'd have occupational therapy and they
learned to do some work.

BOB: Would you give jobs to patients, too, if they were able?

MILDRED: If they were able., If they became negative and had to stay

a certain length of time. I had one girl in my office that used to do
a lot of my book work. That's one thing about tuberculosis patients.
They were always very cheerful and had a good outlook on life.

BOB: But they knew that they would probably be there the rest of their
lives®

MILDRED: They knew they were sick and there wasn't much hope for them,
but they never gave up the little bit of hope they did have. It was
really a pleasure. -Yewssdmssw, In the tuberculosis work you got to know
your patients and the mothers would consult you about buying the
children's clothes and maybe you would have to write letters for them%ﬁ
they were too sick to write letters. It was more a friendly relation
than it was a nursing relation.

BOB: It must o' been pretty hard on mothers that had small children?
MILDRED: Oh, yes. It was. We had several mothers that gave birth

to children, their babies,:%he sanitorium and then, of course, they had

to be taken right away.




MRS. MILDRED ISAKSON DUNSEITH ROLETTE COUNTY
BOB:  What O you think of this W% you first saw it up—tores
MILDRED: Well, if we'd o' had the money we wouldn't o' stayeé,

BefT—omr™
MIEPRED: but4=§%ﬁ=§§é* we were young graduates and hadn't much,
FoUErOWy In those days we didn't have a lot like they do nowadays.
BOB: When you first saw the tuberculosis institution here, was
that kind of a disappointment too?

\
MILDRED: Ye%) It was. They-took-us—up—to-what—threy-catted:s..

They told us they'd take us up to our rooms and we went up to our

room and it was a small rooT/bugagmfgautiful big porch awmd—t-theowshets-
Weddy—poreh. and there was beds on the porch. And T thought}’m—m—m,

my, I wondeg',and they told us that that's where we would sleep,

all screeened in, It was a beautiful porchzgggnfljxtle dressing
room., You see, you didn't need much for a dressing room. You had
lots of‘izﬁféé to sleep and fresh airy buby—yor-hneu. 1 learned to

like it) but it was entirely different, I'1ll tell you, than any-
thing we were used to.

BOB: What were your duties up here then when you started?

MILDRED: Well, there hadn't been a nurse up there for nearly two
weeks., She got steamed about something and walked out and left

them and she had destroyed all the records so there wasn't any recorde o
Je—startedsws. 1 really feel that I started with Dr., Lamont that
institution to run in an organized way. I'm not bragging. I hope

you won't think I am,

BOB: No. Lamont was the doctor there, huh?

MILDRED: Yeah, Dr.” John D. Lamont.

BOB: How long had it been going?

MILDRED: Well, I think, it was in November of 1913 that it was opened.

:E;mms practically new and there were only aboutg

Q%%héﬁgz.Zé or 27 patients. There weren't very many patients.




BOB: #eebt~did—yomrrees lhat must ¥ been quite a shock to come into
this place and the records were destroyed and....

MILDRED: Well, we had never seen a hemorrhage from a tuberculosis
patient. And, you know, you see a frank hemorrhage and it's enough
t' scare you to death bhecause very often the patient drowns in it.
ihd:{here was no system of how you gave medication so we took a grape
basket and lined that with towels and fixed up emergency things in
that for night and day. We had to go out to cottages because, you
see, patients were out in cottages too. +#mé In = “the wintertime we
waded through snow. The first winter there were no sidewalks and we
Jjust walked through the snow and made the best of it.

BOB: ¥ What did you do for tuberculosis patients at that time?
MILDRED: Well, fresh air and they gave injections of tuberculin.

AR o b SN ’ 1 N I T 4] o < Quncnd
DODT TITe Tadomrtt-kmeow-nmuch..about~Euaber CEEOSdH5 TE=TTIaTTCaused vy
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when you have it on a slide and it's colorede= Itisrreéd.and—st—iools

léke—timy—tittterrrr—hike—thes, &rd Some of the patients would be

so positive you could hardly count the germs.

bevenlosss is
=Tt caused by a germ and it's a funny little thing.

ﬁg;;;:Shots was all you had then?
MILDRED: That's all we had when F: came here.

BOB: Did the patients have their own rooms,zmi—=itof that—busi=

pess—teo? ;
MILDRED: Oh, no. *H—was—oatt—Just+~ They lived on porches#ﬂizu/%éﬁﬁuﬁuk
BOB+—OChy—they—Just—adt—stept—out—onr—poreches there?— |




MIERREBT— @And in the mornings for care they were pulled into a room,

BOB: Do you mind if I ask you what your salary was when you started?
a month

MILDRED: No, you can ask me. Sixty-five dollargﬂgnd my room and

board.

BOB: -£#. Was that considered pretty good for a registered nurse?

MTILDRED: Pretty good. Yes. Aﬁdgggggzzgzgaé§¥ﬁ+,]ﬁuring the depres-
sion they only paid thirty-five dollars a mont@) -

H = And the nurses were glad t' get it. Oh, yes. We
had no trouble getting nurses during the depression.
BOB: For how long were you the only nurse there?
MILDRED: Qh;\,ell, there was this friend o' mine and then when she
left I was about a month, I guess, and then we took turns at night.
We didn't have a night nurse. We took turns at night being on duty.
st—raight—+00.
BOB: . You mean you and Dr. Lamont?
MILDRED: No. The other nurse and I when there were two of us.and
‘then when I was alone I had to take night calls¢ t00,s yoBlrrowe—
BOBT—=(esV
MIEDRED; At night I made regular rounds at the cottages and then
about four months after I came we got a regular nurse, a night nurse.

~BOB+—0Oh; Who was that?

MILDRED: Oh. Let's see. What was her name2-—3he ééﬁé’from Minnesota.

I think her name was Thom %3 now I.... You know, that's a long
L -“agb~f6f éh 0old lady to remember.(laughs)
7 BOB: Mﬂ&ghs-)—la&.maax;you didn't have - practical nurses or
any helpers or anything there for a little while?
MILDRED: No., Oh, we didn't have anything like that. It was prett'i'near
a year before we had any nurses.and then, of course, we had more
patients and we had to have more help. As the institution grew, we

had to increase our help.and ,~ohy—ftor—a E@ﬁ%hﬁéme,the later yea;ilwe

4
jusb—haé—%e:g%¥$ Indian girls from the reservation and trainfthem to




do things, tesch-thon.

BOB: I see. Were there any cases of entire families staying there?
MILDRED: Oh, yes. In the later years we had a preventorium for
childrengﬂgg}%étients they brought in. Preventorium they called it.
It was to help them; it was to build them up. égﬂrggey playedA%jThey
had a good time BMCE $Rene, Tt was a beautiful building.

e '-L. a2
TITE B TG

: hitdrermr would COME Whose parents & 5

’@OB'-Oh—r_e'LT
«MEEBREBf~:§és—f%gé$fhad been exposed and they were brought there,

Theyw-called—dt—the—preventorivwaw It was to prevent them from deve=

loping tuberculosis and we built them up with good food and cod liver

0il and good care. TLC.

BOB: Yesh{deughes)r If a mother and father, for example, had tuber-
culosis~=or let's Jjust say a mothere-fould the children then often
come along just because they had no place to go back in those early
years®?

MILDRED: MNew—HNow No, because they were always taken care of by

some other families, There was:very few::>

nourished
MELDRED+;>But if they were under =-: i then they would send 'em

out and we'd take care of 'em. Course, the counties paid most of the

expenses.

BOB4-.The.~county-did.-at=that—time?

MITBREB—Fesy-they-d e Ii THsse~days .y There were very few patients

able to paye.

BOB: How would you getfggggée referred to you?

LULLBREB—~-Welds—tire—doctorvrrr— 0l you Tedll 0T NUrSing?
~BOBr—=Nes—The-patients,
MILDRED: Well, the doctor in the town would get the county judge
to sign the papers and then they'd write up here for application
for them and unless we didn't have a vacancy we took them.

BOB: O?, -¥eu—mean7_zg$-sometimes had more people than you could

handle?®




%ere weve ow"}’ L0 many
MILDREDs Oh, yves. Wehad—more—thern we could take care of. At one

time we had 388, s
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ROB+—Ohs—

= Fhat
* o 09 ! [ ] % must
o' been,~redd, in the late 30's, early LO's probably. And then, you

know, they got new chemotherapy and patients would come in and they
bec?9€ negative

wouldn't stay very long. They'd and they'd send 'em home and

1T Linal ‘
_T R dwindled down to almost nothing.

~——

BOB: e —Wee—there—-ea8Frw Well, you said when you started you only

had aboutﬁ%é patients. When did the big increase come in?"

MILDRED: Oh, that came in about 1918, 1919 that began. Then they added
onto the institution add\to the sanitorium and we had more room and we
could take more.

BOB: Why did that much of an increase occur? Was it just spreading
around that rapidly? |

MILDRED: Well, they were finding/ﬂ%@%~Aﬁé7—see7:1£;;e hadn't been any-
thing done., You kn0w¢ in the early days tuberculosis was a hush hush

thing. People didn't want other people to know that they had anything

to do with it. They kind o' hid it. It was sort of a disgrace, that 1o
. . used to be
tuberculosis, just the same as it A - for mental patients. You know,

they always kept that under cover.

-BOBs__ Oh I see That—tu

A

. cu;;/jy'de considered. ...
=MILDRED+—A-—dissraee—lind of you Have

s e o

BOB: Yes, .That*s on.

here thaf I wanted to

MILDRED:

the community here consider that sert of a,...

. \Lb Stmito v um
’ Zhat's why 9% was put way off up there., It was be-

cause everybody was afraid of tuberculosis.




BOB: G Did any of the people afound San Havengsoky shun away from

the institution and wish that it wasn't there and things like thatz7yea~*’
erow T

MILDRED: Well, they knew that it was there and there wasn't anything
they could do, but they resented it. I'm sure they did, a lot of them.
BOB: But you never had any open hostility or anything?

MILDRED: No, but there was a feeling.

BOB: Is tuberculosis what they used to call consumption®?

MILDRED: Yes.,
e T T

BOB:\ Same\thing?

MILDRED: TYes.

BOB: [\That's at I thought.

® 0 0 05 8 06060 80 0 0600098606 06506000688 060060 0 0006 0600000806500 0600606006060 06800 6060s060 084503800



MILDRED: Ontario. He was from up there and had all his training

from there, He was a wonderful’'man. He wzs a Scotchman. Yes, he

was Scotch, { think. Well, he saw to ey€rything. He was there about....

He married afX\er he came there and Je had three children. Oh, he must

o' been there. .\ think, it was in '27 or '28 he went

.. Let's see.

gw;ih-LZS;n'torium out from Duluth. He went there

to Minnesota to.
as superintendent. as a wonderful man and he was so kind and
considerate.
BOB: Was he the firs octor?
MILDRED: No, the first dyctor was Dr., Widmeyer, but he was up here

ink, he was up here not quite a year:zand
he had a fami)Yy and they were @1l afraid of it..... When Dr. Lamont

and Dr., Widmeyer were friends and
Dr. Widmé€yer got Dr. Lamont to go here,

BOB: ©he—F—=ees Could you tell me more or less what your daily
schedule was in 1914%? I~mearm from the time you got—up—ir—the—morning.-
Hi—thetimes ...

MILDRED: Well, we were up at six o'clock and at six thirty we went

down in the kitchen and set up the trays and then we went back up-
stairs and gave the patients that needed it morning care, wash watea,
and helped them comb their hair and gave them the bedpan and things

like that, and then we went k=S¥ downstairs about a quarter past seveng

swerntyninptes past—sewern-@Qnd at seven thirty the trays went up and we

went up and carried the trays around. We and then we

went back and picked up the trays and sent them back to the kitchen.
Amd—then Bfter that we did morning care. One of us made rounds at the
cottages and the other one started in the infirmary. We gave morning
care, baths and back rubs., In those days women all had long hair and

/

we used to braid it., It didn't hang all over their head like it does
all

now, They ! braided their hair and sometimes I braided their hair

and washed them and fixed them up_anéw%;ths, the ones that had baths.,

We tried to give them baths a few times a week. We had quite a few.




BOB: What would these gﬁggigi do back in the early daYSQ}ﬂﬁg%?bxywb
to keep from getting bored or depressed?@r—whatﬁﬁﬁfg—

H nte
BOB: —Yeshi—
MILDRED: Oh, they used to play croquet, They'd have picnics out on
the lawn. 17th of May we used to have a real big celebration.,-;4¢::>
BOBr—Norwegian”
MELBRED¢<;Norwegian. Y2 There were things like that and they would

get out and talk and visit.and play,

MEEBREB: > The ones that were able to do that,aﬁd—éigg'the ones that
were confined in the later years we'd have occupational therapy and
they learned to do some work.

BOB: Would you give jobs to patients, too, if they were able?
MILDRED: If they were able. If they became negative and had to stay
a certain length of timesywy, I had one girl in my:office that used

to do a lot of my book worki:
——— e L

, Patients
—MIEPREDB: S That's one thing about tuberculosisd] They were always very

cheerful and had a good outlook on life.
BOB: But they knew that they would probably be there the rest of their

lives?

big province? \\\\

BOB: Oh, yeah., Ontario?



BOB: Children could visit, but they couldn't actually live there with
the parents?

MILDRED: No. W#We never allowed children in the infirmary.

MILDRED: : ,v¥£;y could stand outside and talk to their mothers

or their daddies whichever was there from outside but not inside the
building.

BOB: Were there some people that stayed there then for as much as 20
years or more? |

MILDRED: Oh, I don't think there was anybody there that long. Probably
eight or ten., Maybe twelve at the most. That was in the early days
where they had so much chemotherapy, so many things to keep them there,

BES 7 Wers—buberculosis eventnan . ST erminal?

LB

MILDRERN® - a Qi . YS.

9
O

MILDRED: Xt might take a long time; but, you know, after we had chemoﬁ#wajy

and:then - f’_‘:f"‘y We couild put air into the chest wall

We called

long, with medicadion. it surgery.

BOB: Oh, I see, (;@kaaQWAWLk;:>

, some patients when they started were

. 3F

MILDRED: And then, oY

sent to Rochester for N& mf . “iiies, Well, in the later years, about

the last five years that \] wo#kgd, they were doing'ﬁ**w*/*gf’”““ at
the sanitorium. That's ”Jgjj section, taking out part of the
ribs and collapsing th¢gm,

BOB: Oh, And that then getSVﬁQS\of the tuberculosis germ?

MILDRED: Well, it dontracted the germ and, I don't know, it healed it

some way. Oh, yes; they became negative. They'd have to become negative .




¢ Oh, you couldn't require somebﬁéy to come?

MILBRED: Oh, no, we couldn't make them come,
BOB: \Oh, I didn't know that.
MILDRED No, we couldn't do that. The county would have to do that.
The peoply that were sending them would have to do that.

BOB: Oh, t, I 'spose, the county would usually do that?
MILDRED: Thdy were responsible for them, see, And if they didn't
come it was up\to the county to see that they did or take care of them
at home,
BOB: If theyW%?E go stay at home, would they have to be quarantined
then? ’
MILDRED: They would Xn those days because the - - seee And it

exXpeetorate
« You could eég%et~b0—see—§b on the

d someone would come along and scuff there

didn't have to be fresh
ground and it would dry
and that germ would be in ¥he air.
BOB: Oh.
MILDRED: And you could inhalg it.
BOB: And catch it that way?
MILDRED: And catch it that way. \ Now, you know, we've had a lot of
young people come in and we've YgtXaced their exposure to teachers.
BOB: Oh. Yeah.
MILDRED: That had tuberculosis. We Iad one teacher and two or three:
of her pupils. There's a lot of things\that I remember, but there are
a lot of things that I've forgotten.
BOB: What would you do with someone that pt trying to run away?
Did you have a security....
MILDRED: No. If they run away.... No, we difyn't have anything like
that.
BOB: You didn't have a cottage where you'd lock \em up or anything?
(laughs)
MILDRED: No., No. DNo, we didn't have anything like\that. No, there

was nothing like that here,




13
And then the upstairs that's where;we ate, the kitchen and the dining

room, and then in \the basement wag the laundry and the store room for

canned goods and the\ food, you Know, for keeping. And.... What was I
going to say?

BOB: What was the refectory? That's what I want to know.

MILDRED: That was the dinding hall,
BOB: Oh.
MILDRED: And they callkd it t refectory building and upstairs was

the chapel. We had a ig chapel up there for church and amusement.

In later years they jhad movies once a week.

BOB: owies?
MILDRED:
BOB: 0Oh?

MILDRED: Wi
BOB: TYeah. You/had someone ok the staff that could play the piano that
well?
MILDRED: Oh, that\was in the movies.
BOB: Yeah, byt I me you had to hgve someone playing right there,
didn't you?
MILDRED: Nqg. It was right along on the picture them days.

BOB: ©h.,

MILDRED: t was silent. Yol see, your education has been neglected.
BOB: (lapghs) I always thoughd they had to\have somebody playing the
piano right there?
MILDREDg 't, We just got those playing right

on the /film.,

BOB: h. They'd play that sound then on somethingk separate, a phono-

graph[or something, I 'spose?

MILDRED: No, it was right on the film wikh the picturg. There'd be

you' But it was gord for that time,

.O‘.'%......................I.'...‘...l.....'....0.'.....0.... ® 08 080000




BOB: \Did you have quite a few JAndian people in the institution being

this clyse?

MILDRED: quite a few.

Yes, there wer
BOB: Yeah.,

MILDRED:

BOB: There
MILDRED: there was no certain medication. We used to give them
M.

BOB: You and the doctor iived there on the grounds?

MILDRED: Oh, everybody that worked there did. They lived right there
in those days.”) New—they—Iisre—all overs

BOB: Oh

They did? The cooks apd everything?

MTLDRED: . LEverybody.

he cooks and everybo

BOB: Who wexe some of the other people on the staff then? There was

you and Dr. Lakant.

There was Dr. Lamgpnt and then there was his
Lena Diniée/son
isconsin. You know i . _ 7., She was his

MTLDRED: Well,

et's see,

secretary. She wa

secretary. There were fhose two in the office and then there was my-

+
self and - Thompso}, the night nursq,d&n Anna Thompson is the one

that came with me. ghd yhen Thompson, the night nurse. I can't remem-

ber really how many there\were.
BOB: And then yo r two cooks?
MILDRED: We had two cooks. eah, And then we had a woman in the dining

room; but we a)l ate in the saXe dining room, but we had different dishes

and, of coursg, the dishes were fterilized.

BOB: You s you had two cooks and a-weman in the dining room?

MILDRED: o wait on tables and cat dining room cleaning and she did

other hougework, house cleaning, and ske did some for the doctor until

\\\J after hg was married and then his wife dN¥d it.

BOB: Was there a grounds keeper,also, living right thereﬁ7 He was the
ﬂ%ﬂlﬁﬂf///
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man I married.

MILDRED: He was an engineer and he had charge of the grounds and

greenhouse,

BOBr—The—preenhouse?

MILDRED: Oh, we had a beautiful greenhouse., ©Shi—dust—beautifuli—

Easter lilies with six, seven lilies on them. Just beautiful. -Ermough—
f;ﬂﬂﬁf dragons all winter for the patients. We had a lovely greenhouse,

BOB: Why did you have a greenhouse? Just to provide something for o

@ﬁﬁé@gﬁem to do mostly?

MILDRED: Well, the patients didn't do much in there. My husband and

some of the men that worked for Q@% would work in the greenhouse, amd

My husband did most of the work. He loved flowers. He was Swede from

the old country.

BOB: Oh. It seems to me I've heard that there was a dairy herd out

ther%f tooy
MILDRED: Ye%/ there was. There was a Jersey dairy herd and wey alsog

had goats. There Was n—derseydairy hero armgoats. We used to give

some of the patients goats' milk,

BOB: Was that supposed to be good for tuberculosis? v
MILDRED: Yesi Especially the ones that had TB ~ - - ~° 7. That's

TB bowels.

I.see, Well, that must haye taken quite a few more people then

to milk

he cows and everythipg

MILDRED: Oh, see, I didn't have much to do with that so

%es, but, yo
I don't know much
BOB: But did all thaiXstaff live right on the grounds, too, then?

MILDRED: Yes. sfter we got the infirmary then the building
that we had used
residence for p ere, And then in the refectory -

building.... $8--1916, the lrefectory building.




to be cured,

BOB: How often would you administer the shotg of tuberculin?

MILDRED: Well, some of them got it once week and some of them got
it once every two weeks., It depended their condition and what the
doctor ordered,
BOB: And that wouldn't actually gure it, but it would kind o' arrest
it, huh?

MILDRED: Tt would kind o' aprest it.

BOB: Oh. Did it have any/side effects or was it a tough....
MILDRED: No. No. ©No, Wecause I remember there were no side effects,
BOB: If a patient woulJd get sick or injured or something, would you
usually call a doctor/ to treat them there or would you often taken
them to a hospital?

MILDRED: Well, we¢ used to often have a doctor come iny but if it was

16

anything serioud, why, then we took them to a hospital because we didn't

have the faci%ﬁties that they had at the hospitals.
BOB: Yom’

/
Boyldn't perform surgery or anything like that?
MILDRED: O
that.

BOB: No.

y no, Not very much. No abdominal surgery or anything like
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